
History – Progression Map

Early Years Foundation Stage

Birth to 3
Understanding the World

● Explore natural materials, indoors and outside.

● Explore and respond to different natural

phenomena in their setting and on trips.

● Make connections between the features of their

family and other families.

● Notice differences between people.

3 and 4-year olds
Understanding the World

● Begin to make sense of their own life-story and

family’s history.

● Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.

● Continue developing positive attitudes about the

differences between people.

Reception
Understanding the World

● Talk about members of their immediate family and

community.

● Name and describe people who are familiar to

them.

● Comment on images of familiar situations in the

past.

Compare and contrast characters from stories,

including figures from the past.

Early Learning Goal
Understanding the World

Past and Present
● Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society

● Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class

● Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

Key Stage One
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they
study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between the ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of
everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key
features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify ways in which is it represented.

Key Stage Two
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and
across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly
address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses
that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range
of sources.



Key Stage Three
Pupils should extend and deepen their chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, so that it provides a well-informed context
for wider learning. Pupils should identify significant events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends within periods and over long arcs of time. They should
use historical terms and concepts in increasingly sophisticated ways. They should pursue historically valid enquiries including some they have framed themselves, and
create relevant, structured and evidentially supported accounts in response. They should understand how different types of historical sources are used rigorously to
make historical claims and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.


